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ADVERTISEMENT. 


This Pamphlet is entered in 
the Hall Book of the Com- 
pany of Stationers; and who- 
ever pirates any Part of it will 
be proſecuted. . 
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TO THE 


CHEV. D'E O N's 
L E T T. ©, 6 


22 SHOULD not have thought it ne- 
* ceflary to have replied to the Chevalier 
4 Eon, notwithſtanding his formal de- 

nial of the overtures referred to by 
me, if he had not, at the ſame time, inſinuated, 
that he had once before given a direct contradiction 
to this report: which, if true, would demonſtrate, 
that I had dealt inſincerely with the public, by re- 
viving a ſtory, already diſavowed. On the contra · 
ry, if it never was diſavowed, but rather admitted to 
be true, the Chevalier will ſtand convicted of great 
B diſingenuity, 
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Kkngenuity, and muſt not always expekt to be be 


lieved, even when he ſpeaks plain. The fact is 


thus: 


In the month of September, 1766, about four 
months after my being ſettled at Exeter, I ordered 


the following advertiſement to be inſerted in the 


St. James's Evening Chronicle, by way of challenge 
to all parties concerned to contradict it, reſerving 
to myſelf the option of executing or not executing 
what I announced, according as I ſhould ſee occa- 
fion : - 


PREPARING for the PRESS, 


And in due Time will be Publiſhed. 


DgpicaTeD to the PaRLIAuENr. 


NTERESTING papers relating to the peace, 
containing, 1. Narrative of intelligence received at 
Paris. 2. Copy of a letter to Lord Hertford, dated 
Jan. 30, 1765. 3. Copy of his Lordſhip's anſwer, 
dated April 7, 1765. 4. Copy of a ſecond letter to 
Lord Hertford, dated April 16, 1765. 5. Copy of 
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his lordſhip's ſecond anſwer, dated May 1, 1 765. 
N. B. The above five papers having been laid before 
Dr. Blackftone, were, by his advice, delivered to 
Lord Halifax, May 10, 1765. 6. Subſtante of a 
paper delivered to Lord Halifax at a ſecond conference, 
May 14, 1765. 7. Account of what paſſed at a 
ſecond conference, May 14, 1765. 8. Account of 
a third conference with Lord Halifax, May 18, 
1765. | 9. Account of the conference with the right 
honourable the Speaker of the houſe of commons, April 
24, 1766. 10. Account of the Chevalier d' Eon's 
overtures to impeach three perſons by name of ſelling 
the peace to the French. 11. Account of the bill of 
indifiment found againſt a great foreigner, for a con- 
ſpiracy to aſſaſſinate the Chevalier d' Eon. 12. Ac- 
count of the noli proſequi, granted to flop proceedings 
againſt the ſaid foreigner. 13. Account of the at- 
tempt made to ſeize the perſon and papers of the Cheva- 
valier d'Eon, the 20th of November, 1764, by a 
warrant from the then miniſtry. 14. Account of the 
penſiun granted to Count Viri, for his ſervices in mak- 
ing the peace. 15. Extract of a letter from the Duke 
de Nivernois, to the Duke de Praſlin, dated at. Lon- 
don, February 20, 1763. 8 


ö 
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nee 


To this challenge, though repeated three times, 
no other anſwer was made than what is contained 
in the following letter, printed in the St. Fames's „ 

Cbronicle, ſome few poſts after, in French and Eng- ; 


liſh. 4 
& A ' Auteur du Chronique de St. James, 

< MONSIEUR, 4 

cc 7 AT l avec beancoup de ſurpriſe dans votre 

gazette du Chronique de St. James du 7 Oct. . 

c 1766, Cro. 874. Pamonce d'un ouvrage que Fon f 

« dit tire ſous preſſe et dedit au parlement ; contenant 2 


&« en autres pieces extraordi naires des ouvertures 
« SUPPOSEESdu chevalier d'Eon, pour accu- 
& ſer trois perſonnes par noms, d'avoir vendu la 


derniere paix a la France, & dt iferens autres pa- 
« pers de cette nature. 


„ 


N «& Si j*en etois Pauteur, je ne aurois pas au moins 

| « Pimpertinence, ni le dedier au parlement, ni Ginſerer, ; 
| comme on le fait, dans le dit averiifencnt des nome 
| « ft reſpefables. | 
_—_ i 
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% Le 18 OA. 1766.“ 
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Je vous declare, Monſieur, ainſi qu au public, 
& ſur mon honneur que je ai aucune part, ni directe, 
& i indirecte, a Pimpreſſion d un tel ouvrage, ni a tous 
& les autres que Pon pourroit publier ſous mon nom, 
& ou de fagon a faire entendre, que j'y euſſe, ou puiſſe 
4 avoir quelque part. 


4 Pour donner toute Pauthenticits poſſible a une de- 
© claration, je vous prit inſtamment de Pimprimer en 
& Frangois & en Anglois dans votre gazette, 


« Te ſuis, Monficur, 
e Votre tres humble, 


2 


Be * Et tres obeiſſant ſerviteur, 
« 122 OR. 


„ LE Cagv, D'Eox. 


ce To 


cc 


* 
* 


* 
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cc 
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To the 8 of the S:. San, 5 


* nn, 


4 8 . "<< ab v3 


HAVE ſeen, with much ſurpriſe, in 
1 your paper of the th inſtant, an ad- 
vertiſement of a work, ſaid to be prepar- 
ing for the preſs, dedicated to the parlia- 
ment, containing, amongſt other extraor- 
dinary pieces, an account of the Chevalier 
4 Eon's overtures, to impeach three per- 
ſons, by name, of ſelling the peace to tlie 


French, and other papers of that nature. 


£ 


« Tf T' hed been the author, 1 ſhould not 


have had the impertinence to have dedicat- 
ed them to the parliament; nor to have 
inſerted names ſo reſpectable as thoſe in 


the ſaid advertiſement, 


8 


6 declare 
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4 1 3 to you, sir, as well as to „ the 
« public; upon my honour, that I have no 
* concern, directly, or indirectly, in the im- 
te preſſion of any ſuch work; nor in any other 
« which may be publiſhed under my name, 
« or in any way infinuating that I have had, 
Hor will have any concern therein. And to 
10 authenticate, as much as poſſible, this, my 
«« declaration, I beg you will immediately 
« print the above in your paper. | 


« 1 am Sir, 


| e Your humble Servant, 
cc Fork, 2 a 
« O#. 18, 1766.” 


© Le CRV. D'Eox. 


I ſubmit it to the judgment of the public, 
whether in either of theſe letters, there is any 
contradiction to the account of the Chevalier 
Eon having made overtures to impeach 
three * by name, of ſelling the peace 

| to 
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to the French. The utmoſt that can be col- 
Red from them is, that the Chevalier q Eon 
was not privy to the announced publication, 
and had no concern in it. 


It is very obſervable, that in the French 
letter the Chevalier d Eon uſes the expreſſion 
cu vertures ſuppoſces. The word ſuppoſer in 
French has two meanin gs. It ſignifies, either 
preciſely what the word ſuppoſe does in Eng- 
liſb, and it alſo figniſies 70 forge, to counter- 
feit, to pretend falſely. Had the Engliſþ letter 
been an exact tranſlation of the French, this 
ambiguity muſt have been explained. But it ſo 
happens, that in the tranſlation there is no 
word anſwering to the word ſuppoſtes, and 
conſequently we are left at a loſs, whether we 
ought to underſtand it in the former ſenſe, or 
the latter, | 


| Is it not evident from * that the Cbe- 
walier 4 Eon's abhorrence of calumny, was 
not ſo quick and lively in the year 1766, as 

it 
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it is become in in the year 1769? How, 
otherwiſe, can we account for his abſolute 
filence, or, at leaſt, ſtudied ambiguity, with 
reſpe& to the main point, whether fuch over- 
tures had ever been made? Muſt we ſay, 
that the Chevalier d'Eon at that time did not 
know, or had not determined in his own 
mind, whether he had made ſuch overtures 
or no, and that he waited for ſome future 
event to turn the ballance? Wo 


I leave the reader to make his own remarks 
upon the correction which the Chevalier d Eon, 
ſo famous for his reſpectful behaviour to his 
ſuperiors, is pleaſed to give me, for barely 
mentioning the names of five or fix great men, 
as well as for my declared intention of dedi- 
cating to the parliament a work, the ſubject 
of which, was ſolely and inherently cogniz- 
able by parliament. It is of more import- 


ance to point out to him another yery mate- 
| — rial 


r 


rial and ſtriking difference between the year 
1766, and the year _ 


It is well known a for ſome years after 
che Chevalier d Eon was diveſted of his miniſ- 
terial character, he was obliged to diſguiſe 
himſelf, to conceal his abode, and had, or 
pretended to have, continual apprehenſions of 
being murdered, or carried off by fotce. 
Within a year or two laſt paſt he has appear- 
ed publicly, has paſſed by his own name, has 
made one, if not more excurſions into Corn- 
wall; in one of which he was pointed out to 


me, as he was paſſing through the ſtreets of 


| Plymouth. Happy man! to have found out 
the ſecret of pacifying the French court, after 
inſulting their ambaſſador, reviling their coun- 
try, and publiſhing a part of thoſe diſpatches, 
of which he is now, forſooth, the conſcien- 
tious depoſitary. Did their reſentment for 
thoſe freedoms die with the Count de Guerchy ? 
Or did he make his atonement by a hand- 
ſome preſent, ſince they, it ſeems, and not 

the 
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the Eng/iſh miniſtry, may be reaſonably ſu- 
ſpected of corruption ? 


Shall we deſire the Chevalier > Eon to ac- 
count for theſe very different appearances, or. 
ſhall we rather take the account given in the 
following letter, which appeared in the St. 
Fames's Chronicle, December 1 7, 1767. 


To the PRI N T E R, 
te 8 I R, 1 


VERY true friend to liberty, and to 
" the peace and happineſs of mankind 


e in general, ſhould, I think, rejoice and feel 


&« a ſenſible pleaſure to ſee the affair of the 
ce Chevalier d Eon, which was once r :ar ter- 
e minating in blood and violence, now in a way, 
* or likely to be ſo ſoon, of ending to his 


„ honour and advantage, as —_ as to that 


60 5 both nations. 
* cc This 
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<« This I collect from ſome public and pri- 
e vate intelligence, as alſo from the article 
« from Paris lately in the papers, giving an 
« account that his valet de chambre, who had 
ce been near three years confined in the Ba#izlle 
« on his maſter's account, was lately diſ- 
« charged from thence by the order of the 
Dude de Choi ſeul, prime miniſter, with a 
40 gratification of teen thouſand livres! 


% Great and uncommon as this recompenſe 
ce may appear, the fact I am, nevertheleſs, 
ce well informed is true ; nay farther, that he 
* has fince been made an Exempt des Mari- 
© chaux de France; and, therefore, I think 
* ſuch an act of juſtice and generoſity not leſs 


% honc. xable to the French nation in general, 


* than to the Dake de Choiſeul in particular, 
* who thus nobly recompenſed the long cap- 
* tivity. of this faithful ſervant to his maſter. 
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te After performing this act of juſtice and 
” liberality to the ſervant, no doubt but the 
« like and more- will be ſoon extended towards 
te the maſter; who, though perhaps, like 
ce other mortals, if not quite perfection, yet 
ce appears of a very great and amiable charac- 
6c ter. 

* Thoſe, indeed, who have fully attended 
te to the whole of his very hard caſe, and judge 
* candidly, think he was baſely uſed and 
cc grievouſly wronged; previous much to 
60 what ſome deem the exceptionable part of 


* his conduct, and therein not at all, or ſo 


te much to blame, being founded on the firſt 
& principle of nature, viz. ſelf-defence, and thoſe 
« of law, if not of this country, at leaſt of 
& thoſe abroad. 


© But as he wats therein ſupported him- 
ſelf under the moſt trying circumſtances man 
te ever underwent, and his virtues, like pure 
* pold in "_ furnace, after ſtanding this 
" Rrong 


Non Ur re 

« ſtrong teſt, have turned out anly the bright- 
« er, He cannot, therefore, but be an object 
« of | reſpect and eſteem, if not of higher con- 
te ſideration, even to tboſe, who, for political 
« reafons, and, for a while, have ſeemed diſ- 
te pleaſed with his firmneſs and reſolution. 


e Providence has, no doubt, after this great 
rial, at length, interpoſed in his favour, 
© fo as to remove the great obſtacle to a tho- 
* rough and open reconciliation with his /#- 
« periors ! Every generous and candid mind 
ee will, therefore, wiſh and hope a due ſenſe 
< of its awful difpenſation in this reſpect, and 
* awaken 7beir attention thoroughly, ſo as to 
„ £o-operate and reſtore him, if not to his 
« farmer favour and ſtation; at leaſt, to that 
e fuſtice which appears ſoevidently his due for 
te his great and faithful ſervices. 


e In return, it is ſaid, the papers remain- 
te ing with him relating to the peace, are rea- 
dy to be delivered up entire, anſullied by the 

; - e leaft 


THE CHE V. D EON. rn; 
« leaſt view or inſpection of any one but him- 
« ſelf. A matter of that importance ſhould 
« not, perhaps, be delayed a moment, as ac- 
« cidents may happen, which might make 
« ſuch delay of great ge to both na- 
© tions. 


« What pity, inſtead of doing ſuch juſtice 
long ago, and receiving then thoſe papers, 
te as was offered on the moſt reaſonable and 
« equitable terms; horrible machinations were 
« formed to ſeize them by wiolence ; a gang 
„of deſperadoes was imported here into this 
land of liberty for that purpoſe, headed by 
« a well-known chief of intriguing and wily 
* renown, with intent to deſtroy, or carry off 


ee the Chevalier by force (of which, very am- 


“ple evidence, it is faid, is in hand.) But 
* the ſame great and moſt gracious power 


e that ſo apparently has delivered him of the 


« great director of ſuch unwarrantable ſchemes, 
* ſurely then at ſuch hours of ſevere trial aſ- 
* ſiſted 


v6 #0 KE Þ _ 10 

« ſiſted him with an amazing flrmneſt and un- 
te heard-of ſpirit and conſtancy, ſo as ta pre- 

c ſerve him and fruſtrate all their wicked de- 

«-fjgns; and, finally, make the author a vi- 
ce tim *& of his own apparent iniquity, to the 
e peace and happineſs, perhaps, of both na- 
ce tions, as well as to the now-appearing laſt- 
e ing honour and advantage of the ſurvivor. 


_ « For had the execution of ſuch diabolical 
« ſchemes and contrivances.taken place; had 
« this gang of deſperadoes (in number, it is 
« ſaid, twenty-five) with their daring chief 
* (who were, as. appears, hired, brought 
* over, and entertained here at great expence, 
and appeared under various diſguiſes about 


— — — — 


* What can this mean? Not, ſurely, that 
Guerchy, who died immediately after his return, 
was put to death by the court of France, as a pre- 
liminary facrifice to the reſentment of the Chevalier 

Eon, before this latter would conſent to deliver 
up his papers. wo 
** this 
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5 ou towp) had they, as it ſeems way intend- 

** ed, ſurrounded, ſeized, gagged, and muf- 

& fed him, and in that gondition put him in 

a kind of fiſh machine (made on purpoſe) 
in order to drive him to the river fade, 
where a barge was to be ready to conyey 
him on board a ſhip in waiting on the coaſt 
* of Suſſex, in order to tranſport him to that 
Hof France; there probably, not to receive 
« the reward of his faithful ſervices, and diſ- 
e burſements in his country's cauſe, but, per- 
“ haps, to fall a ſacrifice to pride, rage, and 
*« revenge, or ſuffer the puniſhment due to 
e thoſe, who, inſtead of doing ſuch juſtice, 
« thus deſigned violence to the laws of nations, 
« and .in fact, did poiſon, and alſo bribe and 
« endeavour to perſuade others to aſſaſſinate 
« him. 


« Had ſo bold, fo daring, ſo flagitious a 
% plan been executed here, each individual 
85 maſt here trembled for his own perfonal 
D I liberty 

1 
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« liberty and ſecurity, not only in this happy 
< iſlagd, but every where elſe on the face of 
<< the globe. Such a deſperate action muſt 


„have been deemed the higheſt affront, not 


only to the laws of this realm, but to every 
* Other, © As a direct attack of territorial 
rights,“ 
« of nations. 

This I may ſafely affirm was the ſenti- 
«ment of a very great mininſter of ſtate on 
10 being acquainted with ſuch deſign, who, it 
« appears,” further declared, If ſuch at- 
« tempt was made, it would intereſt all ſo- 
« yereign dignity, and the authority of all go- 


ce yernments, as well as the particular ws 


« and liberties of the Britiſh nation.” 


> Happy, therefore, this daring deſign was 

& thus diſappointed by the Chevalier's firm- 
© neſs and addreſs, or it might have proved 
« of very fatal conſequence. As great events 
4 22 e often 
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te often proceed from little cauſes, ſo might 


ce the deſtructive flame of war been re- kind - 
«led & from ſo ſmall a ſpark as this ſeeming 
cc trifling difference between 2 two miniſters, 


»* 


not then of war, but of peace. 122941 25 


« Happy again, that ſuch unjuſtifiable de- 
« ſigns proved abortive,” and that juſtice at 


length will, in this reſpect, take place of 


* blood and violence; and that from due con- 
ce ſideration of the whole, we may now hope 
« to ſee ſoon: one inſtance more of ample re- 
** paration made to long and much ipjuged 


_« victye nod metit.. on toni dt tw 


; - © S ob | 318 137101 21111 
70 Thele, ” 2g are the ſentimanta of all, 

cc honeſt and candid Britons, ſuck as are well, 
« informed and have duly conſidered every 


—— — . — —— — - et —- 
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* Indeed? The war re-kindled?” Does not this 
give a high idea of the importance of theſe papers, 
that the French ſhould run the hazard of re-kindling; 
the war for the ſake of recovering of them ? 

D 2 te circumſtance 
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< eircumſtance of this:veryctong” and extraor- 
e dinaty cafe, and ate in àny wiſe lovers of 
te truth, juſtice; and eit; ot ſincere ſtiends to 
<< this peace and * i ind by ge 
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Mah 1 be ae to aſk che Chevalier 
whether all the circumſtances mefitioned in 
this letter are true? that the French firſt pur- 
ſued H m witli ſuch inveterate Hatred, and ſet 
0 maß eſs at work to apprehehd him ? 
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This gentleman, whoever he be, ſeems to write 
from a good heart, and: therefore, I hope, he will 
now ſtand forth, and produce ſome 1. private 
Informations he mentions. 


o 


n Cx but 


THE CHE M D'EON. at 
but afterwards, when, like the Beaver, he 
dropped his bag before the hunters, they were 
all at once reconciled to him, and not only res 
leaſed, but rewarded atz& provided for, his 


fervant? What reward the Chevalier him- 


ſelf might have, and whether from France, 
or from the Privy Purſe in England, T am 
not abſolutely warranted to ſay. But I hoy 
the Chevalier will gratify my curioſity, by tell- 
ing me, what the contents of this bag were; 
that could make it ſo valuable. 


When the Chevalier d Een. has cleared up 
theſe particulars, which, no doubt, he will 
do. with. very little trouble, I will then intreat 
him to caſt an eye upon the following paſſages, 


and beſtow a part of his leiſure in giving me 
a ſolution of them: they are, it is true, but 
but ſcraps and orts, though ſtill. ſufficient to 
make the public regret that fuller meal of 
which it is unfortunately deprived. | 


In 
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In a pamphlet publiſhed by the Sieur Gou- 
dart, by the expreſs order and command of 
the Count de Guercby *, the Chevalier d Eon 

is charged * aten for the follow- 
ing reaſons: | 3 


8 1 4 


2 Dam 7 etat 8 oh p 8 petites 
- cheſes decouvrent les grandes +.” 


In ExoLIsR thus: 
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2 In the preſent ſtate of Europe the . 
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34 Werl be glad to know, what theſs great 
dings were, that remained to * catried'on 
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after the concluſion of the peace, and which 
it was neceſſary to conceal ſo anxiouſly, that 
it became a crime in rk to Gr the leaſt | 
hint of them. . . 


The French author goes on: * Entre deux 
nations rivales, qui ſe tatent continuellement, 
es minuties ſervent a percer le voile de Ia po- 
litigue, & le miniſtre qui en ote an coin fe 
© rend auf e ble ey celui PE le dechire en 


* entier. 


In ENGLISIH. 


% Between two rival nations, that are con- 
te tinually ſounding one another, even minutiæ 
« ſerve to pierce the veil of policy, and the 
« miniſfer who takes away a corner of it, ren- 
te ders himſelf as blameable, as he who tears 
te it from one end to the other.” 


In the name of wonder what can this veil 
of policy mean? Not ſure lythoſe avowable 
tranſactions, 


channel of üg and arc freely debated q 


by the great officers of ate. There muſt be 


ſomething of a different nature behind, to 
make thoſe veils and curtains and conceal- I | 
ments neceflary, n 

F urther: in a letter written by one of the ' 


friends of Manſieur & Eon, it is ſaid of Monfieur 
FEſcallier : ** I eft publiguement demontre que 4 
f Jon offroit cent guindes au premier ſecritaire 
tt & Monfieur de Guerchy, Il vendroit le ſecret 
« dePambaſſade, * 


| 

Fo 
\s 
k 


| In EncGL1sn : 


« Ttis publicly demonſtrated that, if a hun- 
« dred guineas were offered to the firſt ſecre- 
« tary of the Count de Guerchy, he would fell 
e the ſecret of the embaſly.” | 
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The ſecret of an embaſly from one enemy 
or rival to another, can, in my apprehenſion, 
be nothing but treachery. What regards their 
common advantage, is not worth keeping | 
with ſo much ſecrecy. 

To affiſt the reader in conſtruing theſe dark 
myſterious expreſſions, I will now lay before 
him ſome extracts from the letters and diſ- 
patches of the Duke de Nivernols: which ex- 
tracts I prcſume to be the ſame that drew upon 
the Chevalier 4 Eon, the cenſure of. indiſcre- 


tion above-mentioned. 


The Duke de Nivernois, in a letter dated 
Feb. 20, 1563, writes to the Duke de Praſlin, 
as follows “: 


_— 


* This and the two following quotations are 
taken from the Chevalier d'Eon's quarto volume, 
which, not having by me, I cannot refer to the 
Pages. 5 


Wn « Tout 


A REPLY iD 0 


e Tout autre donneroit de Pinquietude, ., 
Rute Ja pris en amitis, & a tres bonne opi- 4 
© non de lui, ce qui neſt pas peu dire, Celane 
* ſe trouve pas dans le pas d'un cheval, & qui- . 
te conque viendroit, manqueroit probablement cet- | 
* fe trouvaille : Les affairs iront ainſi un? te- 
; ö te nore: Les perſonnes nauront pas la crainte 
1 cc de trouver d dechanter, ainſi point d omòrage, 


&« & tout ira auſſi bien, que la nature des choſes 
& & du pais le comportent. 


1 This paſſage is ſo curious, that I ſhould 
| not do it juſtice, if I did not remark upon it 
paragraph by paragraph: 


* Every other” (but d Eon) * would give 
« uneafinefs.” Uneaſineſs? to whom? Can 
it be a matter of uncaſineſs to an honeſt Eng- 
liſb nobleman, whether this Marquis or that 
Chevalier is Miniſter Plenipotentiary in Eng- 
land? Tt may, indeed, be matter of prefer- 
ence, becauſe one Miniſter may be more trac- 
* table 
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table and candid than another. But uneaſi- 
neſs ſurely can only ariſe from guilt, and from 
the apprehenſion, that the new Miniſter may 
be leſs diſcreet and cautious, than the old 
one. | | 

* Lord Bute has taken a liking to him, 
* which is ſaying a good deal; This is an 
* advantage not to be found at every ſtep a 
c horſe makes, and whoever ſhould come, 
* would, probably, want this piece of luck. 


It FolLows: 


Affairs will thus go on uno tenore. The 
Duke de Nivernois was pretty right in his pre- 
dition. Affairs have gone on uno tenore al- 
moſt ever ſince. 


e The perſons will not be afraid of being 
* obliged to ſing backwards.” Here I hope 
the Duke is miſtaken, and that we ſhall, 

E 2 ſooner 


- o 
N o 
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- 


* 


* 
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ſooner or later, find ſome way of a. 
them ſing backwards. 


ce Thus there will be no umbrage.” On- 
brage in French does not ſignify, a pet, or fit 
of ill humour, but difiru/?. It may be applied 
here either to the perſons unknown, or elle 
to the public, 


« And every thing will go on as well as 
te the nature of the buſineſs and of the coun- 
© try will admit of.” When I find a French 
miniſter talking in this ſtrain, that every thing 
will go on very well for them, it raiſes my 
. curioſity to know how he could foreſee it, and 
what it alludes to; whether it be the impo- 
ſition of the Cyder-tax; or the wilfully and 
wantonly embroiling us with America, upon 
a matter of mere punctilio; or the reſtoring 
the ſons of the rebel lords to their eſtates in 


Scotland 
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Scotland, under colour of an auction ®; or 
whether it relates to any plot for giving up 
our forts to the French in America, for which: 
Major Rogers was lately tried, ahd, after a 
faſhion, acquitted; or laſtly, to the reviving: 
a quarrel of a hundred years old againſt the 
Dutch, at a time when we expect to be at- 
tacked by France and Spain. Whatever it be, 
whether one or all of theſe, it is plain that 
ſomething was in agitation, which could not 
go on elibly, from the very nature of the coun- 

try. 


This man of gaiety and humour, this Duke 
de Niverneis, does not perfectly ſuit my fancy, 
notwithſtanding my own love of chearfulneſs 
and ſociety. For a man who is machinating 
the ruin of a whole nation, to attend their 


J remember to have read ſuch an account in 
a News-Paper, the very date of which I have now 
forgot. I hope for the indulgence of the reader, if 
x ſhould happen'not to be exactly true. 


partics 


„ oi E r Lv T0 


parties of pleaſure, and join in their merri- 


ment, has ſomething a little inconſiſtent in it, 
and is, as Mr. Wollaſton would call it, a prac- 
tical lye. What pity he could not, for a time, 
adopt a ſullenneſs and gloom more ſuitable to 


his buſineſs, inſtead of that open look and 


winning ſmile he is commonly ſaid to have? 
But the employment of his private hours 


plainly points out the ſource of his mirth. 


We find him there hugging and applauding 
himſelf at the train he has laid, which, though, 
from the nature of the country, it may require 
ſome time, will, in the end, effectually do 
our buſineſs. The Duke de Praſſin is oertain- 
ly a better man, who appears to feel ſome 
compunction for the part he is acting. Com- 
punction in a French miniſter is ſo rare a 
thing, that I hope the reader will make great 
deductions from his faults on that account. 
His words are theſe in a letter to M. de Niver- 


nais, dated Paris, April 16, 1763. 
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1 
4 


« I] eft bien vrai que nous faiſens tous dews 
te un metier qui ne nous convient pas: L out en 
« ſerez bientot dehors & je ſerois bien content, 
« þ j avois la meme Perſpective. 


In ENGLISH: 

It is very true, that we are both of us 
« practiſing a trade that we ought to be 
e aſhamed of, You will very ſoon be ought 
« of it, and I aſſure you that I ſhould be very 
glad, if I had the ſame proſpect. 


The Duke de Nivernois is indeed quite in- 


tolerable. Hgyis continually regaling himſelf 
with the delicious proſpe& of what will one 
day happen. So in his letter of May 12, 
1763. 


«& Mon petit Boucher, qui vous porte cect, eff 
&« un bien jolt ſujet ; fi V:us en avez le tems, par- 
& lez lui un peu de Þ Angleterre, & vous verrez 
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32 
qu il n 2 pas perdu ſon tems: En verite je crois 


A PLL TD: 


«* oye cette ambaſſade Ang loiſe profitera Beau 


135 coup UN Jovn a votre departement. 


In ENGLISH? 


ws « My little Boucher, who brings this, is 
« quite a clever fellow. If you have the 


time, talk to him a little about England, and 
« you will find that he has not thrown away 
his time. I verily do believe that this Eng- 
iſb Embaſſy will, ones DAY OR OTHER, be 


« of great advantage to your department.“ 


So much for the Duke de Nivernois. 1 may 
be thought, perhaps, to lay too hard a taſk 


upon Monſieur d Eon, in defiring him. to ex- 
plain another man's meaning, but he can cer- 


tainly have no objection to explaining his own. 
At the end of one of the diviſions of his book; 
there is a page printed all in capitals, in 


which he ſays ſomething to the following 


effect: (I have not tranſcribed this part, and 
therefore 


* 
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therefore may quote it incorrectly) If the 
authors of my perſecution are provoked by 
„what I have here printed, and continue to 
e perſecute me, I will publiſh another com- 
te plete edition, without any the leaſt hiatus or 
* blank.” Ce ſera un texte auſſi pur que la 
Geneſe, ou il ny aura pas les pointes des Maſo- 
retes, It ſhall be a text as pure as Geneſis, 
« where there-ſhall not be even the points of 
te the Maſorctes *. 


Every body muſt {ee this to be a menace, 
and will be curious to know what it relates to. 
1 will not, after Monſieur d Eon's late per form- 
- ance, diftreſs him by aſking this queſtion, but 
ſhall be contented with only knowing agaiuſt 
whom it was directed. Was is not againſt the 
Engliſh Miniſtry ? No, I forget myſelf, The 


- | ” WY 
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* Compare this, and, indeed, the whole pub- 


lication, with the Chevalier's late proteſtations 
of his fidelity to his employers. 
vets 1 
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34 
| then Exgliſʒ Miniſtry were all honourable 
men, they had inſpired Monſieur d Eon with 
| the juſteſt veneration, and therefore it can be 
only againſt the French Miniſtry, that he levels 


his thunders. 


I have a much better title to aſk Monfieur 
Eon all theſe queſtions, than he can poſhbly 
have to alk me the name of the perſon, who 
carried the meſſages to Sir George Yonge, and 
Mr. Fitaberbert; a thing which I never knew, 
nor ever pretended to know. I preſume, in- 
deed, this was the very reaſon, why he choſe 
to addreſs himſelf to me, inſtead of applying 
to Sir George Yonge at the Admiralty office, 
not half a mile from his own houſe, where 
he would probably have had as much infor- 
mation as he deſired, and perhaps more. 


The Chevalier never ſaid a truer word, than 
that he cannot poſſibly be of any uſe to me 


in ſupport of my charge. I never indeed ap- 
prehended 


prehended that he could, becauſe my charge 
is only againſt Lord Halifax, which, happily 
for me, does not depend upon his teſtimony. 


But, I will go further and fay, that he can- 
not poſſibly be of any uſe, not only to me, 


but to any man in the kingdom. And there- 
fore, I know of nothing better to be done, 


than, wherever his papers are, to ſend him 


after them. 


* 


With our own countrymen we cannot ſo 
eaſily part. Not that I apprehend they have 


any immediate deſigns of leaving us. Their 


arrangements are ſeemingly too well taken and 
the poſitive public declaration of the Chevalier 
d Eon, is enough to inſpire them with con- 


fidence, though ever ſo criminal. But time 


and change of circumſtances make an altera- 
tion in the ſentiments of private men, as well 
as in thoſe of a nation. For inſtance, there 


are few people who would not, fix months 
ago, have rejoiced at hearing that ſome cer- 
F 2 tain 
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* 


tain individuals had taken a final leave of their 
| country, whereas now there is nothing con- 
| templated with greater pleaſure, than their 
| being reſident among us. The public now, 
inſtead of building a bridge, or makjng a road 
for them, would hang about their necks to 
| detain them; and ſhould they go away with- 
| Out taking leave, the incivility would be great- 
| ly complained of, though they ſhould gener- 
| ouſly avoid putting the nation to any trouble 
or expence, in conveying them beyond ſea. 
| If the public are thus changeable, is there any 
| cruelty in ſuppoſing our great men may be 
| equally ſo? Eſpecially fince we find, that 
| they are in no hurry to vindicate their charac- 
| ters, and that the meeting of parliament is 


actually put off, till the nights are almoſt at 
the longeſt. . 
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Aſter all: if theſe important papers are 
thus irrecoverably loſt, what ſatisfaction can 
the nation have for its moſt material injuries? 


This 


THE CHE v. DE ON. 37 
This queſtion will, I doubt not, occur to 
every lover of his country, and therefore I 
will take the liberty, notwithſtanding my be- 
ing a little obſcure practitioner in the country, 
of chalking out one ſcheme, to which, I think, 
no reaſonable or equitable objection can be 
made. The propoſal, I hope, will be thought 
excuſable, at a time when the creatures of 
power tell us with a ſort of inſolent triumph, 
that the inquiry is defeated, that nothing can now 
be done; and openly rejoice, not that their pa- 
trons are innocent, but merely, that they are 
ſafe. 


It is well known, in how precipitate a man- 
ner, the ꝑreliminaries of the peace were ap- 
proved by the late houſe of Commons ; that 
the articles were not ſuffered to be debated 
one by one, notwithſtanding the great variety 
of matter that each of them afforded for diſ- 
cuſſion, and the evident impoſſibility, that 
country gentlemen, or indeed any gentlemen, 
could be previouſly acquainted with the ſeve- 
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ral ties, dependencies, and relations of ſo many 
1 diftant ſtates and colonies. Inſtead of this 
Wo candid and ſober method, ſtrongly contended 
1 for by the minority, the houfe cut ſhort all 
deliberation, and voted an immediate appro- 


q i | bation of the terms. What reaſon then can 
i | be alledged, why fo precipitate a vote, carried 
4 by a majority that ſhut their ears againſt ar- 
f | -gument, ſhould not immediately be reſcind- 
a ed? After which the merits of the peace may 
* be again brought upon the carpet, as new 
i matter, not yet prejudged by parliament. 

k N For the reſcinding it, there is this further 
= plea, that ſince that time reaſonable ground 
. 


has appeared to imagine, that, however, the 


vote was procured, the vitals of government, 
the very ſources of our political life were at 


that time poiſoned. It appears probable too, 
that formal proof of this was once offered and 
rejected ; and that afterwards, the evidences 
and documents appealed to, in confirmation 


of 
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of it, having been in vain attempted by force, 
were ſurrendered by agreement. Is it poſſible 
for treaſon to ſmell ranker than this? And ; 
ſhall we ſuffer ſuſpected perſons. to be pro- | : 
tected in theſe circumſtances by an act of their N 
own contrivance and ſuggeſtion? Shall the = 
vote of approbation continue to- operate in ” 
their favour, and ſhall the manifold grounds 
of ſuſpicion that have ariſen ſince, have no 
operation againſt them ? br 


< 


I know there are people of a deſponding 
character, ſo terrified at the ſuppoſed in- | 
fluence of the crown, and fo diſguſted at ſome 
late tranſactions, as to take it for granted, the 
parliament will paſs any vote a favourite 


ö ſhall dictate. Bat I, for my own part, am 
8 far from entertaining any ſuch idea. Great 
t bodies of men may, and always will, have 
» ſome obliquities in their conduct, but I will 

| never believe, till experience Convinces me, 
8 that, in fo eſſential a point, they will ſwerve 
n ö from 
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from the ſtrict line of juſtice, Becauſe a gen- 
tleman enjoys a precarious place, from which 
he ſaves a few hundreds a year, muſt I there- 
fore ſuppoſe, that he will attend to this paltry 
conſideration, when his much larger paternal 
poſſeſſions, and the intereſt of his whole poſ- 
terity are conſequentially at ſtake? If I am 
miſtaken; if we are really bound down in a 
chain, fo rivetted with gold that nothing will 
undo it; if we muſt fit ſtill with our arms 
folded, till our enemies have drawn their nets 


quite round us; adieu all courage, all hope, 


all endeayour: let us prepare ourſelves for 
the cataſtrophe: let us ſhut ourſelves up in 
our own houſes to weep over our children, 
fince nothing can avert the ruin that ſo evi- 
dently threatens us. 
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